


If you thought 
Prankies are scary, 


prepare for the 


Monsterse 


BADA PRANKY@REE) fied 





2 


Poster : Hrithik Roshan - 40 





ate not only helps in self 
defence, it also builds up your 


body. - 74, 











fall created things the loveliest, 
‘And most divine are children. 
—William Canton 


IN GOKULAM THIS MONTH 





He had white fur with a few 
k spots scattered in places, 
and true to his name he looked 
scruffy - 12, 









kumaree ran towards 
it and 
banged on 
the broken 
door. An old 
woman 
opened the 
creaking 


door. - 44, 
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EXPERIENCE 





t was my physics practical 
exams for the boards, When | 
received the question, | was 
at the height of 

happiness as it was the 
easiest one in the 
syllabus. All! had 
to do was to 
connect the 
instruments 

with the right 














instruments and 


PANIC DURING _swicted"en ‘he 


PHYSICS PRACTICALS! sre ana 


electrodes and make the the instrument motionless. | also 
calculations. Iquicklyconnectedthe sensed a burning smell. | 
















Creative Corner two parts of fevicol with one part water, 
‘Tear news paper into strips, Dip the 
PAPER MA@CHE *tipsintoabow! of paper mache paste 
HEDGEHOG Rub the outside of a bow! with oil 


Cover the bow! with three or four layers 














You need : of the paper strips, Leave to dry, 
News Paper Once dry, gently 
Paper mache paste free the bowl from the 
A round bowl paper mache. Trim 
oil the edges. Turn the 
Pins. paper mache bowl 
Colours upside down and 
Procedure: 


colour it, Prick pins 


Paper mache paste on it to create your 


is prepared by adding 
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remembered my friend who was 
sent out of the lab during the model 
exams as she had damaged the 
instrument by connecting the 
electrodes is an incorrect manner. 
| could not imagine myself in 
such a situation, The loss of even a 
single mark in my practicals would 
mean a greater loss in my total. 
With nervousness, | made a final 
check of the connections. To my 
relief, found that | had not switched 
on the battery eliminator from which 
current passes to the rest of the 
units. | soon realised that the 
burning smell came from a coil 
attached to the unit and it was 
normal. | thanked God for making me 
aware of my mistake at the right ime. 
From then on, | have made ita point 
never to do anything ina hurry or be 
nervous over any situation. 
—R. Lavanya, 
Std. X, St. James Matric, 


SLIPPERY SALWAR! 


€ were living in Coimbatore 
W when this happened. The 

incident took place when I went 
to Bangalore to visit my cousins. I was 
five years old then, After a long stay in 
my cousin's place, I was to go back to 
Coimbatore. My mother and aunt were 
perched on the dining room chairs 
chatting. My mother was wearing a 
silky salwar kameez. When I went and 
sat on her lap I slipped and hit my head 
on the edge of the dining table with a 
big thud. Blood was pouring out of the 
‘wound, My father and uncle admitted 
me in the hospital. My head was x- 
rayed. The wound required four 
stitches. Fortunately our travel plans 
‘were not altered. We were able to catch 
the train in which we were to go to 
Coimbatore. From then on I decided 
to be careful, especially about slippery 
things! 
paper mache 
hedgehog, 

Caution : Be 

careful with those| 
pins, We don’t want 
tiny tots meddling 
with them. Better 
keep under lock and| 
key. 


~ Aparna Shekar, Age 10, 
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A Jayabalan Story. 





yalaan, the minister for 
A foreign affairs, had just 

returned from one of his 
numerous trips abroad. He was 
narrating his foreign experiences to 
King Jayabalan and some of his 
ministers. 

“The bullfights in Pamplona are 
really thrilling” said Ayalaan. “The 
grace and dexterity of the bullfighters. 
should be seen to be believed. 

“That is in Spain, isn’t it?” asked 
Arivili, the education minister, airing 
his Geography. 

“How about a bullfight her 
asked Ganabadi, the minister for 















heavy industry, “There is a lot of 
grace and dexterity here too.” He 
chuckled until his huge body jiggled 
like jelly. 






You just have to look at Ga 
see how much grace and dexterity 
is there in our 

country” said the 

king guffawing 

He was only 

slightly lighter than 

Ganabadi's three 

hundred pounds. 

“How about France” asked 
Varisumai, the finance minister. 
“Didn't you go there? 

“Lill have to go to Paris in acouple 
of months” said Ayalaan, “There is an 
international beauty contest there.” 

Koothadi, the minister for culture, 
became alert. “Can our country 




















participate in this contest?” he asked 
eagerly. 
“Sure. But first we will have to 
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conduct a contest here to select our 
‘own beauty queen, Then she can be 
sent to the Paris contest.” 
Koothadi seemed to be excited by 
Ayalaan’s words. “Why don’t we 
conduct a contest here? I'll organize 
it.” Koothadi looked appealingly at 
the king, 

‘Who will be the beauty queen?” 
the king asked, 

“We will know that only after the 
contest, Your Majesty” said Arivili 

“Oh, I see” said the king nodding 
sagely. 

‘Ah, beauty contests!" said 
Solmannan, the minister for 
publicity, speaking up suddenly, "A 
thing of beauty in a joy for ever! 
Beauty is truth and truth beauty.” 

“Here, what's all this?" the king 
asked 
Solmannan went on. “Beauty may 


RETURN 0 


be skin-deep, but if you are 
thickskinned then beauty could be 
very deep. Hi 
Solmannan, what are you 
blabbering about?" the king asked. 

“Beauty, Your Majesty, lies in the 
eye of the beholder...” 

“That's enough beauty out of you” 
the king snapped. “Sit down.” 
Solmannan subsided. 

“Can I go ahead with preparations. 
for the contest?” Koothadi asked, 




















will be a 
good idea to 
have a beauty 
contest” said 
Sigainasam, the 










chronicles will be familiar with 
Balloonita, She won the only beauty 
contest of Jayabalpore mainly 
because she was very plump, The 
king who was the chief judge of the 





\ contest, had ruled that since the motto, 


M77) ©\ oF the country was ‘Fat is Beautiful, 


ae ~ 
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home minister. “We had one some 
years ago, just one contest.” 

“That's when Balloonita was 
made beauty queen” said the king 
brightly. 

“Yes, Balloonita Bagi" said 
Ayalaun drily. He didn't seem to 
share the king's enthusiasm, 

hose of you who have been 
| following the history of 
Jayabalpore in these 


the crown should go to the plumpest 
contestant, It was a minority 
decision, but it held weight 
because the king was behind it. 

So Balloonita had won. 

Later she married Shalwar, 
the son of Ganabadi, Shalwar 
was no lightweight either, So 
the child they had was a very 
chubby baby indeed, She was 
named Bala, after King Jayabatan, 

‘Anyway it was many years since 
the beauty contest had been held, 

“T hope this time the contest will 
not be based on weight.” said 

Ayalaan wryly, 

“Remember, Fat is Beautiful” 
said Sigainasam, and turned an 
oily smile on the king, 

“Balloonita was indeed a 
beauty” said the king, looking 
around to see his ministers’ 

reactions, 

“Ofcourse, of course” said 
Sigainasam, smiling fit to split his 
cheeks. Some other ministers nodded 
vigorously, But Ayalaan and 
Varisumai turned away muttering to 
each other. Koothadi looked worried. 

‘What is it Ayalaan?” the king 
asked. 
“Well, Your Majesty, in other 
countries they expect beauties to be 







slim, Fat ladies don’t qualify.” 

“But in our country the standards 
are different,” said Sigainasam, "We 
like fat people. Ganabadi, queen 
Jayarani, and even His Majesty are 
certainly not lean, and certainly not 
unattractive.” 
avo, Sigainasam” said the 
king, clapping his hands. 

“But your Majesty.” said 
Varisumai, “Even the last time, the 
Bigness Book of Records listed 
Balloonita as the heaviest beauty 
queen in the world.” 

"So what,” said Sigainasam, “Its 
aactedit to get into the Bigness Book.” 


And that was that, 
Baggi came storming into 
the council hall of the 
palace. Her father-in-law, Ganabadi, 
came behind her supportively. 

“Your Majesty, Your Majesty!” 
said Balloonita as she came forward 
like a road roller, 

“Hello, Balloonita 
“Lhaven't seen you in ages. 

“What a pleasure indeed 
inasam dutifully 

“Your Majesty, I hear thei 
going to be a beauty contest.” said 
Balloonita, 

“Yes, yes" the king said. “A 
beauty contest, yes.” 

“Your Majesty, 1 took pride in the 
fact that I was the only beauty queen 
of Jayabalpore. How can you think 
of anyone else taking that place’ 

“No, no” said the king, “We want 
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wo days later Balloonita 





id the king, 





said 
si 

















to send a participant to P: 
the. 


for 












Why not me?” said Balloonita, “1 
n willing to go to Paris, After all I 
am the reigning beauty queen.” 

ven when she had won the 
beauty contest, Balloonita had been 
very plump. Now with the passage of 
years she had put on much more 
weight, and looked enormous, 

“Yes, why not” said the king, 
Hloonita suddenly produced a 
from her bag. It was an oil 
ing. She put it on a chair and 
stood back 

‘The painting showed balloonita 
posing very stylishly indeed, She 
looked less fat then, than she was now. 

“See that” she said. “This was 
done by the famous Chinese artist 
Hoo Sien. Would he paint anyone 
who was not beautiful?” 

“It is as good as the Mona Lisa” 















said Sigainasam. 

“Could you say I am not 
beautiful?” Balloonita asked. 

“Certainly not” said the king. 
“You look like a... a... a painting!” 

“So why do you need a new beauty 
queen?” Balloonita asked. And then 
her body started heaving, and a few 
sobs escaped her, and then she burst 
into tears. The king was taken aback. 

“T'll talk to Koothadi” he said, 

“We'll all talk to him” said 
Sigainasam, 

“I wish to be the only beauty 
queen of Jayabalpore” said 
Balloonita as she snuffled into a 
handkerchief. Then she wrapped up 
the painting and stalked off. 

“The only beauty queen, yes” said 
Ganabadi as he stomped off behind 
her. 

“So there is no need for any 
contest” said the king. "We have a 








readymade beauty queen. 

“The permanent beauty queen of 
Jayabalpore” said Sigainasam 
showing all his teeth and gums too, 

| Varisumai met Koothadi 

and gave some of their 
opinions on the beauty queen. 

“Look here, Koothadi” said 
Ayalaan. “Even when Balloonita won 
the contest many years ago, you 
know what the people said 

“We thought the country was 
going to the dogs. But it is going to 
the elephants, That's what they said” 
Varisumai said with a smile. 

“So no contest?” Koothadi asked 

“If we send Balloonita to Paris, we 
will not only be laughed out of the 
contest, but we will be the laughing 
stock among nations” said Ayalaan, 

“Okay, but how do I wriggle out 
2" Koothadi asked. 

‘Don’t worry” said Varisumai 
“Ayalaan will think of something, 
'Yes” said Ayalaan, “The Paris 
contest is cancelled. I got a 
communication today. Cancelled!” 

“That is, Ayalaan is cancelling it” 
said Varisumai, “Get it?” They both 
winked at Koothadi, who winked 
back mischievously. 

“Cancelled, ch?” he said with a 
dejected air. “What a pity, what a 
pity.” And then he leapt up and 
shouted “Hip-hip-hooray.” 

They all laughed as they walked 
away. 





he next day Ayalaan and 
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WAKE UP 
‘SILLY! 
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FRIENDS! 
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‘od created man on the 

the Bible. He also 
gave him the sixth sense, But 
‘man did not know it. He saw 
the elephant with its exclusive 
trunk, the giraffe with its long 
neck, birds with their wings 
ete. He felt sad and 
complained to God. “There 
is nothing special about 
me” he said. 

God called all the 
creatures he had 
created around him 
and showed them a 
sword plunged into the 











ground. “Whoever is able to draw the 
sword from the ground, will rule over 
the others” he said, 

One after the other all the animals 
tried but were disappointed. Atlastit was 
the turn of man, He tugged at the sword 
but the earth would not yield, He thought 
View Point 
GoKu 
TUNE 





CREATED 


MAN! 



























for a moment and hit upon an idea. He 
started digging the earth around the 
sword. Once the soil was loosened 
around the sword, he could easily tug at 
itand pull it out. 

“How did you get the idea?” asked 
God. 

“It just occurred to me” said man 

“That is the sixth sense; the special 
gift that Ihave given you. Use it wisely” 
said God. 


rom that day onwards man rules 

over all other animals. But is he 

using his sixth sense wisely as God 

bid him to do? I feet there is more of 

misuse, Let us resolve to use this gift in 

the proper manner as God bade us to. 

Otherwise it wll be disaster forall of us 
in future, 

- V. Nallasivam, Std. X A, 

SJSSJ. School, Tirunelveli. 





Be sportive! 

* Play any game 
with a positive attitude, 
Winning or losing isnot 
important. Taking part 
is all that matters 

* Don’t do anything 
which you would not 
+ | ike others todo to you, 
like being rude to your 
team members. 

* In case you lose, 
do not complain or give 


excuses Just 
congratulate your 
‘opponent. 


* Most important of 
all, never try to cheat, 
Always be fair, It is 





better to be called a good sports man than 
to be named a bad loser 





rish V. Samani, Std. X, Shri 
Sahaianand S.S., Ahmedabad. 


(view points should carry your full 
address. Otherwise they can't be 
published.) 





GoKULAM 
TUNE OT 






he announcement of a doz 
show just thrilled Jenny. It 
‘was @ show arranged by the 


T 


local “Dog Lovers Club” and 
restricted to the colony in which 
Jenny lived, Jenny had a dog and 
\was eager to show him off. 

Her mother dissuaded her from 


building her hopes too high. “Dog 
shows are intended only for pure 
bred dogs” she said. “I don’t think 
Scruffy would be allowed to 
participate.” 

But Jenny was convinced that 
Scruffy was the best dog in the 
world. He was part Tibetian Mastifi 
and part Indian, He was tall and big 
and rather fierce looking. He had w 
white fur with a few black 
spots scattered in 
places, and 








true to his 
name he looked 
scruffy, He obeyed Jenny's 
orders but only after satisfying his 
curiosity in any situation. 
V neighbours laughed their 
heads off when they came to 
know of Jenny’s intention. 
“You can't be entering that big 
rude ape in the contest” they said. 


“He has neither the looks nor the 
intelligence. You will cut a sorry 
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ivek and Karthik, Jenny's 












figure, for sure.” 
Jenny turned her head away in 
scorn. “You just wait,” she said, 
“You'll be eating your own words in 


a couple of days.” 
T tent was erected which had 
separate entrances for the 
spectators and participants. The 
crowd was much more than what 
Jenny had anticipated. She had 
Scruffy on leash and while she 
walked towards the participants’ 
entrance, she could see Vivek and 
Karthik moving towards the other 
entrance. 


he great day arrived. A huge 





Everything was peaceful and 
orderly inside the tent, until scruffy 
bounded into the scene almost 
dragging Jenny along with him! He 
was delighted that he could sniff at 
so many different smells and that he 
had such a variety of playmates to 
choose from! 

“Heel! Heel!” Jenny hissed, 
tugging at his leash and even 
grabbing his collar, But Scruffy 
Jetked free and ran to meet the several 
dogs gathered around causing chaos! 
‘Seruffy come back! Come back!” 
yelled Jenny. 

But scruffy was having such a 
good time that he barely listened to 











Soruliy the Brave 


her. He ran all over the maidan and 
then having decided that he had had 
enough exercise, headed for the car 


park to rest. 
T show were shocked beyond 
any action and could gather 
their senses only after Scruffy’s exit. 
‘They made a bee line to where Jenny 
was standing to vent their anger. But 
before they could open their mouths, 
Jenny apologised profusely for her 
dog’s behaviour and ran like the 
wind, towards the car park, where she 
‘was sure she would find Scruffy. She 
also hoped that her father would 


he organizers of the dog 
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follow her there, after witnessing all 
that happened from the spectators’ 
section, She felt so humiliated. 
M some one meddling with the 
lock of his master’s car and 
paused with a growl to see what he 
‘would do next, The car thief intent on 
breaking open the lock did not heed 
him, He succeeded in his attempt and. 
with a proud “Aha opened the door 
and got in 
Before he could reach out to slam 
the door, Scruffy was upon him like 
lightning, digging his teeth into his 
shoulder. There was a terrible yell of 


pain as the man tried to get out of the 
car but couldn't 


eanwhile Scruffy, found 
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Just then Jenny came on the scene 
and stood silent and rooted to the 
ground in shock for a few seconds, 
After the initial shock, she could sense 
what had happened and gathering her 
wits around her, ordered Scruffy to let 
{g0 of the man. “Back up Scruffy! Stay! 
Stay!" she cried at the top of her voice 
and Scruffy opened his jaw reluctantly, 
‘but kept watch over his victim, 

Jenny's father heard her high 
pitched voice and’came running, but 
not before he had called a couple of 
police men who were on duty to 
accompany him, 

‘The policemen caught hold of the 
car thief and dragged him towards the 
tent where the police van was parked. 

Meanwhile word had spread and 
‘many people came out to see what the 
commotion was all about. 

The sub - inspector of police who 
had also brought a police dog to the 
dog show, patted Scruffy and thanked 
Jenny. “We' ve been wanting to capture 
this fellow for a long time and your 
Scruffy has acted even better than our 
police dog” he said rather gratefully, 

‘The organizers heard this, and asked 
Jenny and her father Loknath to stay 
‘on til the end of the show. 

‘And guess what! They gave many 
prizes to pure bred and most obedient 
dogs. But they also quickly instituted 
‘a special prize for Scruffy, the bravest 
dog! 

How every body cheered! Needless 
to say, Vivek and Karthik were in the 
forefront as cheerleaders! 


=D. Jhonson Parthiban, Age 14, 
Chennai - 73. 












News Analysis, === 
here was tragedy in the Indo-Bangladesh 
border, when some members of our 
border security forces were captured, 
disarmed and then brutally tortured 

before they were killed by Bangladesh soldiers, 

This is against international law and decency. 

To let this happen when both the 

governments are friendly and have very 

cordial relationship is a shame and India 
rightly lodged a very strong protest. The 
response from the Bangladesh government 

‘was that the incident took place without 

their knowledge or consent, This means 

that the Prime minister Sheikh Hasina has 
either lost control of the army or that her “The @suy 
enemies have infiltrated into the army and are 

acting in a manner to create a bad name for her. It is 

expected that Hasina will visit New Delhi shortly to 

assuage hurt feelings. 


T he GSAT-1 put into orbit by our GSLV rocket 







has lost its usability. It was at first claimed 


to beavery u 
successful launch. TRAGEDY ls 
But it soon turned aa 
out that there was a ee 
deficiency in the 
satellite's orbit parameters, 

Extra propellant was required 
to rectify this 

defect whieh 

resulted 

depletion of 


th 
ian onboard. Now the saeie iin dit orbit circling the earth once in 
23 hours instead of being in geostationary orbit, matching the earth’s rotation. 
‘Therefore it will not be useful 

Scientists who were at first exhilarated were later disappointed and so were 
‘we. But this failure will certainly teach us a lot of lessons and pave the way for 


future successes, 
GOKULAW 
TUWE ‘OT 





EE GOKULAM POSTER Sanat 


ollywood Hero Hrithik Roshan is 
B perhaps the most popular person 
in India today. Everybody from 
tiny tots to grand dads - know him as 
the brown eyed boy dancing his way into 
the hearts of movie fans. Even those who 
hhave not seen his movies have seen TV. 
advertisements featuring him. 
Almost every young boy tries to 
copy his dancing foot steps which 
made a coke bottle rattle in unison and 


opularity also has its pitfalls and 
P Hrithik earned a very bad name 

in Nepal when it was rumoured 
that he had said that he hated Nepal and 
Nepalis! Hrithik came out with a denial 
but the damage was done before he 
could assuage their feelings. Several 
theatres showing his films were stoned. 
and damaged. It again proved Hrithik's, 
popularity. No one would have turned 
red if X, Y or Z had denigrated Nepal 











But Hrithik 

talking ill of 

THE BROWN EYED svatis was 
unimaginable! 

BOY OF Even rumours 






jump upto his 
hands. 

‘Twenty three year old Hrithik is the 
son of another famous actor - director 
Rakesh Roshan and his first movie was 
Kaho Na Pyar Hai, a very apt title 
indeed! Every Indian today echoes this 
sentiment and is willing to say it a 
thousand times over! They just love his 
mannerisms, his acting, his style, his 
mode of dress ete. 


PR est 
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were not to be 
tolerated! 


rithik was a 
shy kid at 
school. 


Every teacher's pet. He never did 
anything wrong. And naturally he 
didn’t have fun! 

“But at college 1 was just the 
reverse" says Hrithik. He would hardly 
attend classes and crammed his lessons, 
jjust before exams. “But I did better in 
college than at school”, Hrithik hastens, 
toad. He was blacklisted but managed 
tocharm the principal who allowed him 
to write the exams. “I hated mugging, 
up" confesses Hirthik, “and I forgot 
very easily what I learnt by rote. I 
would rather try to understand the 
subject, which method helped me a 
Tot.” 

Well, that is a very important 
message for Gokulam readers; don’t 
you agree? 




















We have al heard ofthe Great Wall 
of China, It stretches over 6,700 km. 
from east to west and rises to a height 
of nine metres. Stone steps lead up to 
a five and a half metre wide ~ roadway 
that runs along the top. 


ea cover two thousand A LMI E 


‘exciting jungle trails and historic Dutch 
fort but, if one looks beyond the usual 
tourist attractions, one will find the Litle 
Wall, 

While it 











is possible to.walk atop the 
Great Wall, one can only 


walk beside the 
ae OF CHINA S's 
Huang Ti to keep WALL Y regular intervals on 


cout invaders, the 
Great Wall has been rebuit several times 
ntl It assumed its present form. Today, 
it draws visitors from allover the world, 


Pas away, in Malaysia, there exists an 
almost unknown, miniature replica of its 
giant counterpart. It on the island of 
Pangkor, which ies off the southwest 
coast of Perak, in the Straits of Melaka 
‘The island is more famous for its beautiful 
beaches, picturesque fishing vilages, 


the Wall each just below the waist of an 
average adult and the rest of the structure: 
is close to one’s ankles, It is pleasant to 
stroll along the entire length ~ an exercise 
that takes less than half an hour. Since 
few besides the local population know of 
the Wall's existence, one generally finds 
oneself alone in the green and well: 
‘maintained garden of the Chinese temple 
here - serenely as a quiet river - the Little 
Wall of China wends its peaceful way. 

+ Suryakumari Dennison, Bangalore. 











was very fond of 
testing Birbal’s 
intelligence though he 
hhad no doubts aboutit. It 
was an intellectual 
exercise for the king and 


he indulged in it often. 


Once he asked Birbal a series 
of questions and demanded 
immediate answers for them. 
‘There was no time for Birbal to 
think but he managed to please 
‘Akbar with quick, sharp replies, | 


“Which is the best weapon?” 
‘was the first question that Akbar asked 
“Cleverness" came the wise reply 


“One who does not know where his 


welfare lies.” 
Taio tethe beget foot “Who is the unconquerable 
enemy?" posed Akbar, 








Birbal shot back : “Death!” 


PARTICIPATION = —— 
SPECIAL PRIZE! reximimrunderctpaicpaton cx 


cates during the year ending June 2001 

cel AOC ean okulamwe TS being the last issue of the year 

had announced a special prize to the ‘under scrutiny, we call upon our student 

student contribu: readers towrite to us if they have obtained 

more than one participation certificate 
andi $0, how many 





Qn hearing from you, we shall select 
the prizewinner and cal upon him to sub- 
mit xerox copies of the participation cer- 
titicates 

The prize will be awarded to him after 





“Which is imperishable?” the king 
wanted to know. 


“One's fame" was Birbal’s reply. 
“How do you recognize a fool?” 
“By his words!” 











tally at this end. 
The name and photograph of the 
prize winner will appear in Gokulam. 


Last date tor receiving your letters on 
the above subject is 15th June 2001. So, 
act at once! 

‘Mark your envelope or pst card with 
the words : “Participation Prize” 

‘Address : Editor, Gokulam, 
47, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097 


“Which is the way.to happiness?” - 
Akbar snapped his fingers. 
To be contented” said Birbal 
bowing to his king. 
“How will you separate a mixture 
of sand and sugar?” 
“With the help of ants!" 
“One last question” said 
Akbar. “Who are the two 
neighbours who cannot see each 
other?” 
Pat came the reply : “Eyes!” 
Akbar felt proud of his courtier 
and rewarded him with gifts 
- GJ. Roopmathi, Std. 
St. Gregorios, New Delhi 
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he presence of a cobra sends a 
T chill down the spine of any 
onlooker because of its deadly 
venom. It remains the most ~ 
feared land snake. It is the most 
‘worshipped too because of its association 
with Hinduism, Lord Shiva wears itas a 
garland while lord Vishnu reclines on the 
coiled bed of the hooded serpent- 
‘Adiseshan. The Hindu calender assigns 
a day-Nagapanchami for 
the snake's worship. 
‘The most distinctive 
and impressive 


hING 


characteristic of a cobras its hood which 
is formed by raising one-quarter to one- 
third of the body and spreading some of 
the ribs in the neck when the snake is 
annoyed or frightened, The expanded 
hood displays the well-defined 
“spectacle” mark, the most striking 
feature of the common cobra. 
C snakes, being found in all types 
of country : plains, jungles, 
‘open fields and hills, Strangely enough 
they are the only venomous snakes that 


prefer tolive in close proximity to human 
beings. Cobras are extremely fond of 


oo RE 








obras are remarkably adaptable 
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‘water and this is probably the reason for 
their preponderance during and soon 
after rains, Their favourite haunts are the 
holes in embankments, hollows of trees, 
old termite mounds, rat holes, ruined/ 
abandoned buildings, rock piles and dens 
of small mammals. 

Their vision is quite good and they 
can see moving objects situated at a 
distance of 3 m, They prefer the late 

afternoon or dusk for 
‘moving about and seeking 
food, Cobras feed chiefly 
fon rats, mice, toads and 


OGRA 


frogs but birds, eggs and other snakes 
are also eaten, 

Females lay generally from 10 t0 30 
‘eggs in a clutch and the young are exact 
replicas of the parents, Cobras, have 
strong parental instincts as the pair tend 
to remain with each other from the time 
of mating until the young are born, 
Adults attain a maximum of 2 m in 


length. 
and tend to escape when 


C encountered in the wild. They 


strike only when accidentally stepped on 
or are under extreme provocation, When 








obras are not aggressive shakes 





In the Wild 
comered or injured, they spread the 
hood, hiss, sway the body from side to 
side, and strike repeatedly. Young cobras 
are much more aggressive than adults. 
The cobra’s venom is neurotoxic in 
nature and affects the nervous system of 
the bitten person, resulting in respiratory 
paralysis and cardiac failure, 


he king cobra is the world’s 

largest venomous snake, with a 

record length of 5.5 m. Though 
widely distributed in the Indo-Malayan 
region, the king cobra is not common in 
India, It is reported only from the dense 
forests of Himalayan foot-hills, Western 
Ghats and the mangroves of Andamans 
and Sunderbans. 

I is a thrilling sight to watch an 
aroused king cobra when itrears up until 
its head is almost on level with a man's 
chest. Despite the size, it is a good 
climber. 

The female constructs a two-tier nest 
of leaves, twigs and other debris - the 
lower compartment for depositing the 20 
10.40 eggsiit lays and the upper one for it 
self (the female), where it lies coiled up 
for the entire period of 60 to 90 days it 
takes for the eggs to hatch. 

‘The massive venom glands yield a 
quantity of venom - upto 60 ce - suffi- 
cient to kill an elephant, Despite all the 
stories that the king cobra chases and 
attacks man with a vengeance, the truth 
is that it isa timid snake, making every 
possible effort to avoid confrontation. 
But the female, guarding its young, wil 
tum hostile, intolerant of even the slight- 
est human intrusion and that is how the 
ing cobra has earned much of its bad 
reputation as the most dangerous snake. 
+ TS.N. Murthy 
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Hello, Doctor, 


1 T. Rajesh, Secunderabad. 

? What is encephalitis? How 
can we prevent it? 

| Encephalitis is an inflammation 
of the brain. There are many 
kinds of encephalitis. Most of them 
result from viral infections. 
Bacteria, spirochaetes, protozoas 
and fungi can also cause this 
disease. The viral encephalitis is 
caused by flavivirus. These viruses 











are transmitted by the bite of a 
mosquito that has previously bitten 
an infected pig. 

Victims of encephalitis suffer 
from fever, severe headache, 
vomiting, muscle weakness, neck 
rigidity, fits, mental confusion and 
drowsiness. It may cause paralysis 
and difficulty in seeing, hearing 
and speaking due to brain damage. 
Treatment depends on the cause 
of the disease. 

It can be prevented by 
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vaccination. Two doses of vaccine 
should be given by injection at an 
interval of 7 - 14 days. A booster 
injection should be given after a 
year. Effective contro! of 
‘mosquitoes is important to prevent 
the disease. 

1S. Praba, Hyderabad 

? How can common cold be 
avoided? 

! The common cold is probably 
the most common of all diseases, 
atfecting all ages. Unfortunately, 
there is no medication for common 
cold as it is caused by some 
hundreds of viruses. Rhinovirus is 
the most comfnén among them. 

Common cold starts with a 
tickling sensation in the nose and 
‘a sneeze or two. Suddenly the 
nose starts: pouring. Headache, 
fever, throat pain and cough may 
follow. 

Common cold is a selt-limiting 
disease. It lasts for a week or ten 
days. To prevent the disease, one 
should keep away from people 
who have cold. The viruses travel 
in infective droplets that can be 
propelled several feet by a single 
sneeze. Exposure to allergens 





\b 
foe! 














can also be avoided. Hygienic 
measures should be followed to 
avoid contact with the virus. 
Washing hands and face 


thoroughly with soap and water is 

















WHAT A 


PINVIPLE 


important. Above all, a healthy 
body with good nutrition is the 
best defense against any infection, 

1 R. Sundar, Chennai - 97 

? What are pimples? How 
can they be cured? 

! Pimples affect men and 
women of all age groups but it is 
found more during adolescence, 
Pimples occurring at this stage 
are called acne vulgaris. The 
treatment for pimples becomes 
easy if one knows the cause, 
‘They occur because of excessive 


oil in the skin. The upper layer of 
the skin contains numerous open 
pores and the middle layer 
contains sebaceous glands, These 
glands secrete an oil called 
‘sebum.’ 

Usually sebum helps in 
keeping the skin soft and supple 
as the amount of its secretion is 
minimum. But at the on set of 
puberty due to increase in sex 
hormones, the androgens in 
particular, sebaceous glands start 





secreting more sebum which is 
removed through open pores. 
These pores now 
become clogged with 
hardened sebum. 
The tip of the 
clogged sebum, 
which is exposed to 
air, turns black. 
Hence it is called 
ay black heads’, 

The swelling of 
skin around these black heads 
results in pimples. Sometimes 
pimples contain pus due to 
infection with bacteria, Pimples 
can be treated with anti-pimple 
cream along with suitable 
antibiotics. 

Here are some ways to control 
pimples - 

1, Wash your face with soap 
and warm water as often as 
possible, 

2. Do not use face powders, 
tales, or creams. 

GOKULAN 
JUNE ‘OT 


3. Avoid non-vegetarian food, 
butter, cream, cakes, ice-creams, 
chocolates, puddings, meat and 
eggs. 

4, Increase green vegetables, 
spinach, and fruits. 

5. Don't touch your pimples, 

6. Take your doctor's advice on 
the medication to use on pimples. 

| Akila, Chennai - 97 

? What is asthma? How can 
we prevent it? 

\ There are two types of asthma, 
1. Bronchial asthma 2. Cardiac 
asthma. Bronchial asthma is a 
kind of respiratory problem. The 
victim feels tightness in the chest 
and difficulty in breathing. It is 
more marked when breathing out. 
For this reason, asthmatics tend 
to get a long wheeze, shortness 
of breath and intense cough. 

Severe narrowing of the 
bronchial tubes in the lungs 
causes asthma. This narrowing 
results from contraction of the 
muscles lining them, swelling of 
the mucous membrane and 
formation of phlegm. The patient 
may feel better temporarily after 
coughing up the phlegm. 








The most common kind of 
asthma is allergic bronchial 
asthma. It is caused by allergic 
reactions due to house dust, 
pollens, certain foods or some 
drugs. Heavy exercise or 
emotional strain can cause 
asthma. Any infection in the 
respiratory system and a sudden 
change in the weather may also 
bring on an attack of asthma. 

Identifying the most likely cause 
of asthma is essential to treat it 
appropriately. Bronchodilators are 
used to relieve the symptoms of 
asthma, Steroid therapy is 
necessary in severe conditions. 
Inhalers are very useful for chronic 
patients. 

Prevention : Whenever 
possible, the allergen should be 
avoided. By performing allergic 
skin test, one can identify the 
substance that can trigger the 
asthma attack. Then it is easy to 
hyposensitize the patient to that 
allergic substance, 

Cardiac asthma results from 
heart failure. The symptoms are 
same as that of bronchial asthma 
but they are more pronounced 
when the vietim is lying down, 
Moreover, the patient may 
have swelling in the foot, 
legs, abdomen, and face. It 
is a serious disease. It needs 
hospitalistaion of the patient 
and intensive care. 

Dr. G. Ganesan, 
Rajapalayam 











‘Once Vrukasura began a tapas To 





























stared in surprise, 
red before him. 
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While in search of Siva, Vrukasura came across a Brahmin. 
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ran away fearing your 
wrath. Not because 
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any many years ago,a young Chinese 

princess saw some strange worms 
eating the leaves of a mulberry bush. "See 
what I have found here” she called out to 
her cousins. “How funny they look 

Everyday the girls would go to watch 
the worms. "They are becoming fatter day 
by day” said one of them, “That's because 
they eat so much’ said the other. “wonder 
how much fatter they will become 
tommorrow” said the third one. 

But the next few days were wet and 
cold and the children could not go out. 

Vhen they finally did - “Oh!” sighed the 
princess, “The poor worms have eaten too 
much and they ate dying!” 

The girls watched in wonder as the 
‘worms wove cocoons round themselves 
“Those must be their coffins. See, some of 
them have covered themselves completely! 






































They must be dead already. 
‘We will ave to bury them,” 

Clap! Clap! 

‘The princess called out to her servants. 
“Bring us some tea and rice cakes” she 
ordered. 

When the Chinese buried their dead 
they used to keep food and drink in the 
graves. 

Soon the grave was ready: The princess 
brought the cocoons and began to drop 
them one by one into the grave. As she was 
doing this, she accidently dropped one of 
the cocoons into a cup of hat tea kept in 
the grave. 

The soft hearted princess burst into 
tears. “What have I done! Its covering has 


SI-LING 
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DISCOVERS SILK 


become loose” 

‘She decided to take it to her mother. Si- 
ling her mother, was a very clever woman, 
"Don’t weep. Leave this worm with me 
and go back to your cousins," she said. 
‘When the princess left her alone, Sling 
began to think 

“A worm which makes a covering for 
itsel! How strange!’ thought Sling, She 
dropped the cocoon into a bow! of hot 
‘ater Then took it out again and began to 
unwind it 

‘The strand broke several times, But she 
joined it up each time and kept on 





After sometime she had a long 
glistening strand in her hand. ‘I must see 
those worms for myself’ she decided. 


When her daughter took her to the 
mulberry tree and showed her the 
cocoons, she was overjoyed. “You have 
found something very wonderful, my 
daughter, You have found the thread from 
which we shall weave the most beautiful 
cloth ever seen!” 


Lady sisting taught her servants how 
to spin the strands into thread and to 
weave the thread into the cloth which we 
now call silk 

Ever since, Lady Si-ing has been called 
tho frst maker of stk, The name ofthe ite 
princess however hasnotcomve dawn to us. 

= Shruti Subramanian, 
Std. 1V 5 Lokpuram Public School, 
‘Thane West. 
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“Igatpuri.” 

“That's nice. I'm going to Igatputi too. 
Would you like some laddoos? They're 
home made. My daughter packed a box for 
me. Unless, ofcourse, you have been 
‘warmed not to accept any food on the train! 
T won't insist, ofcourse. Only. I'll feel 
rather bad tocat them by myself when there 
are young kids around!” said the old 
‘woman passing the laddu box to Mina 

Just as Mina was stretching out her 
hand to take one Babu said, "No thanks, 
we have plenty of food with us!” 

Mina was surprised, but topped herself 


PART II | 


just in time. “She seems so nice, Babu, 
‘What's your problem?" she » sispered. 
“Achat Difference of opinion? Well, 
sisters and brothers rarely agree. 
But you kids don’t resemble one 
another at all! Who else is 
_»— Wavelling with you?” 
“We're by ourselves, 
Anyway, why should we 
resemble one another? He is 
not my brother. But his 
family has been fiving in my grandma's 
place in her outhouse for years and years. 
almost forever, I think! Isn't that so?” Mina 














asked Babu. 

“Well, ten years now! and Big Amma 
hasn't even raised the rent very much!” 
said Babu, “Besides, now we even have 
‘an orphanage in the compound in the 
second outhouse. You'll see, Mina, there 
are so many kids there! And a rather fierce 
‘matron who keeps on bothering Big Amma 
asking for milk and sugar, making her quite 
tired!" 





ig Amma! Is that who your 
grandmother is?” 
“Why? Do you know her?” Mina 


a 


wanted to know. 

“Everybody knows her in Igatpuri! She 
lives at Biggate, doesn’t she?" 

“Yes! That's what her place is called, 
‘Though it’s quite a funny name!” 

Actually.” said Babu, “It did not have 
‘name at first, But it was the compound 
with the largest gate inthe neighbourhood. 
So the milkman and postman started 
calling it Big Gate. Slowly 
every one followed. Now 
even Big Amma calls it 
Biggate. The name has 
stuck, 

“A few years back it was 
even included in the 
municipal records as Biggate! So now its 
official! explained the old woman, 

“You know a lot about my grandmat" 
marveled Mina, 

“Everyone in Igatpuri does!” laughed 
the old woman, shaking out her milk white 


hair and tying it up again, 
the man with the box until he 
jumped down suddenly, box in hand. Babu 
‘and Mina froze. He looked at no one and 
left the compartment. 
“Who do you think he is, Auntie? 
Mina asked. 
"Call me Dadi. After all I'm nearly as 
old as your grandma 
“OK, Dadi. Well, what do you think? 
‘And what is he hiding in that box of his?” 
“You sure are curious! Forget about 
him! So Big Amma doesn’t like the fierce 
matron, eh? Why doesn’t she just get rid 
‘of the orphanage? So many unwanted kids! 
‘They can be quite a nuisancet Me, all 1 
want is peace and quiet. I've sold all my 
property and am going to settle down with 
my daughter! 
The tall man with glasses came back. 
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‘oon the kids relaxed and were 




















On just one quick leap he got up to the 
‘upper berth and lay down, putting the box 
carefully next to himself, 

“Many people have been asking Big 
‘Amma to sell," said Babu. “But she seems 
to love the place, She always refuses! 
Besides, where will we go if she sells to 
some builders? They would throw us 
cout!” 

“And now, as Babu 
says, there is also an 
orphanage! Where would 
those kids go?" Mina 

asked, 





‘That's the 
‘government's responsibility! At her age 
‘your Big Amma does not need to take so 
much responsibility! Besides, would you 
‘not like it if she stayed with you, Mina?” 
asked Dadi, the old woman, 

“Sure! But.” 

“Perhaps if you speak to her, tell her 
how much you would like her to stay with 
‘you. Talk to her about selling.” 

Mina did not notice that Babu had 
become silent as she 





longer there. 

‘Thinking such thoughts, Mina went to 
her upper berth while Babu settled down 
below next tothe old Dadi, What she said 
sounded reasonable, but where would his 
family go? They were not very well off! 
Big Amma was their world too! “But 1 
mist not be so selfish..." thought Babu as 
he dozed off 





he next morning as the train 

rattled along, Mina managed to 

brush and wash in the rocking 

and shaking train bathroom. “That was 

quite a feat! I followed your advice and 
kept my feet far apart so I did not fall 

Babu smiled. “You still have plenty to 

lear about trains Lets have some of those 


‘sandwiches! Trains make you hungry! 

“Is it because of all the shaking? We 
are probably exercising all the time!” 

“What a funy idea!” 

‘They ate breakfast and even shared 
some with Daadi, Then they played cards 
for a while as Dasdi combed her hair. She 
‘was very, careful with it, hardly combing 
‘out the knots, “Why are you so careful?” 
Mina asked, “Does it pain when you comb 
ivall out? I have it when my maid combs 
my hair! The knots can be very painful! 
She really pulls at it 

“AL my age I'll get bald if I'm not 
ceareful! You can't comb hard in old age!" 

Mina started getting impatient very 
‘soon, “I want Igatpuri to come soon! When 
will i 

“Another hour oF so! I think the train's 
‘on time fora change!” replied Babu. “I'm 
sure Shalu and Malu will be atthe station, 
to receive us.” 

‘That cheered up Mina, “Will they like 
me? I've haven't met the twins for so 
long!" 

“Well, luckily they're not identical - 
being agirl and a boy! Butthey area lot of 
trouble even at nine! Better be careful with 
them! Once they latch on to youtthey won't 
let go! They'll want to follow you 





























everywher 
“think I'd Tike that! I've never had a 
ister or brother! It might be fun!" 
'Not when they report everything 10 
Big Amma, you know!” 
They were almost at thei 


T destination! What fun! Coolies 


started jumping on to the tain, shouting, 
“Coolie! Coolie!" 

“Igatpuri Igatpuri! 1 see the name 
board! The platform has arrived!” shouted 
Mina 

“Silly, we have arrived! The platform 
is where it always is!” 

"Oh, ho! You know what I mei 

‘The train stopped. “Babu! Babu" There 
were Shalu and Mata waving wildly. 

‘The tall man jumped down. He looked 
at everyone in the compartment ~ Babu, 
Mina and the old woman. Mina shrank 
Babu was uncomfortable, A coolie helped 
them with their luggage. They all got 
down. Shalu and Malu said in unison, 
“Babu, the taxis waiting! Come soon! Big 
‘Amma is worried, TWo of the orphans are 





ki 





he train started slowing down, 








missing!" 
‘What has happened? Read on in part I 
~Anuradha K. Rajivan 
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There are many “Suppandi 
Stories” doing the rounds among 
school children. Nithya has sent 
ustwo such stories, Do you know any 
other “Suppandi Story?” If you do, 
why not share it with other Gokulam 
readers and make them laugh 
heartily? Please do write to us - Editor. 


SUPPANDI THE SUSPICIOUS 

One morning as Suppandi was on 
his way to the market, a blind beggar 
approached him for alms. 

Suppandi thought he was 
pretending tobe blind and became very 
angry. 

“You cheat!” he shouted at him, 
“Youare not blind; you are ust faking!” 

“Have mercy sir; [am really blind” 
said the beggar. 
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SUPPANDI 


“Then proveit tome” said Suppandi 
and pointed to a tree at some distance, 
“Can you see that tree and the two 
beggars sitting under it’s shade?” 

“No sir, I can’t” said the beggar. 
“Does that prove that I am really 
blind?” 

“Ofcourse it does, without any 


Man : How old are you? 
Boy : Twelve. 
Man : Really! You're well built for 
your age! 
Boy : Ofcourse! After all, my 
father is an architect! 
Vandana G. Kenny, Goa 


STORIES! 


doubt” said Suppandi. “You poor man, 
you seem to be stupid in addition to 
being blind!” 

He gave him generously a five rupee 
coin and walked away! 

SUPPANDI THE PAINTER! 

Once Suppandi said to his friend 
that he wanted to paint his bicycle but 








had no money to buy paint. 
“Well” said his friend, “sometime 
back when I needed money I sold my 
watch.” 
“But I don't have a watch” said 
Suppandi sadly. 
“Then you have to sell something 
else you possess” advised his friend. 
The next day when Suppandi met 
his friend he happily conveyed to him 
the news that he had bought the paint 
that he needed. 
“What did you sell to get the money 
to buy paint?” asked his friend. 
“My bicycle” said Suppandi 
fetched me more money than required 
to buy the paint! The only problem is 
that I now need a bicycle to paint!” 
-V.Nithya, Std, IX, Parimalam 
Matric HSS, Hosur. 
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FIDDLE SOME RIDDLES! 

1, Juhi loves Shahrukh; but she 
will not die for him, why? 

2. Which sense does a sick 
person lose? 

3. Why does baldee keep 
thinking ‘it is Tuesday today’? 

4, What do a lazy worker and a 
gun have in common? 

5, What happens when two oxen 








bump into each 
other? 

Vn) 6. How does an 
octopus go to war? 


7. What do mice 
have that no other 
animals have? 

= Rohan Kohli, 
Std. VI, A.E.C.S., 
Mumbai, 





BALLS AND 





ROWS 

Arrange ten balls in five rows, 

four in each row! That should be a 
real challenge! 

~S.R. Chaitanya, Std. IX A, 

St. Joseph's Convent, 

Chitradurga. 


PROVERB QUIZ 
‘The answers to these questions 
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are proverbs that you all know, 
Come on, try your hand at this quiz! 

1. What saves nine? 

2. What do eggs and chicken 
‘warn us about? 

3. Can one be worth more than 
two? 

4. How should we 
advantage of fine weather? 

5. What happens to children 
getting burnt? 

= TS. Balu, Chennai. 
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ONE NAME : 36 WORDS! 
Ihave a cousin called Ashwin. 
The other day it suddenly 

‘occurred to me that so many words 
are hidden inside his name of six 
letters. | made up 36 words. But | 
confess | used the same letter more 
than once and also included plurals 
by adding 'S’. Can you spot those 
36 words? It's good exercise for 
your noodles! 
+R. Lakshmi, Std. Vill, 
National High School, 
Calcutta. 
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A MAGICAL NUMBER 


Here is an amusing number trick 





which will surprise your friends. 

First jot down ona piece of paper 
the magic number 1,23,45,679. It 
is an easy to remember number, 


because it consists of all the digits 


in their serial order except 8 which 
is omitted. 

Now ask your friend to tell you 
his favourite number below 10. 
What ever number he chooses 
multiply it mentally by 9 and write it 
beneath the magic number, and 








multiply it 

For example if his favourite 
number is 3 you write 27 below the 
magic number and ask him to 
multiply. The answer will astound 
him for the answer will consist 
entirely of 3s- the very digit he 
selected as his favourite! 

This trick will work just as well 
with any number below 10. 

Example : 

Favourite number 3. 

Multiply by 9 = 9 x 

Magical number 








12345679 x27 

24691358 
86419753 

333333333. 


- Nithya Vijay, Std. VIII C, 
K.V., Kanjikode, Keral 




























Fras, tar. far away beyond 
the blue mountains lies a 
lovely valley. The people who 
live there are all happy and 
prosperous and their king is wise 
and kind. However, he was the 
only unhappy person in his 
kingdom, for his only child, 
princess Rajkumaree was a very 
naughty girl 

Rajkumaree was pretty and being a 
princess had been taught all the 
and etiquette a girl ought to know. She 
had so many friends that she grew tired 


THE 





of company. She had so many gifts 
that she never valued any at all. She 
was growing up to be a most 
disagreeable woman. 
‘One day alot of her favourite 
friends came by to play with 
her. As the princess was 
coming out to greet them, she 
heard them giggling. Curious, 
she tiptoed behind some 








£> pillars and listened to what 
they were saying. Now, that is 
a very ill mannered thing todo 


Rajkumaree was pretty 
and had been taught all 
growing upto be a most 


disagreeable woman! 


but Rajkumaree never thought about 
right or wrong, 

“The princess is such a 
boring person to play 


saying, 
“Yes, I only pretend to enjoy all 

her silly games of talking bad 

about everyone else and I am 

so tired of looking at her new 


all started 
laughing. 

Rajkumaree 
was furious. 

She ran to her 

maid in wait- 

ing and told her 

that she was go- 

ing for a long walk and she walked 
away. 

Now Rajkumaree did not intend 
ever coming back. ‘I will, teach 
everyone a lesson’ she thought. "They 
will be so sorry when they begin to 
miss me.’ 


And so Rajkumaree went right out 


of the palace. None of the sentries 
dared to stop or ask her why she was 
allalone. She kept walking on deep into 
the woods that surrounded the palace. 
twas only when it grew dark that she 
sat down toresther feet. The forest was 


a 


dark and cold, 

Rajkumaree could not 

see very far in the dark, 

“T must get back now, they will be 

looking for me’, she thought. She 

started back to w/sere she thought the 

palace was but everything was so 

different in the nigh: that she simply 
did not know if she was hes 


right direction, 
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Rajkumaree began to get scared. 
But she was also very tired because of 
her wanderings. She dozed off under a 
tree, 

‘When she got up it was because of 
the birds chirping so loudly over her 
head. Rajkumaree had never got up so 
early. The air was fresh and crisp. A 
light mist hung over the top of tall trees. 
‘Tt was all so lovely and new to her that 
for a moment she forgot she was 
hungry. 

She forced herself to get up and 
‘walk. By and by, she heard the gurgling 
sound of water, Next to a small river 
was a clearing with a little hut. 








‘The air was fresh and erisp. 
A light mist hung over the top 
of Call trees. Ut yas all so 
lovely and new to her that for 
a moment she forgot she was 
hungry. 





Rajkumaree ran towards it and banged 
cn the broken door. An old woman 
opened the creaking door. 

“I am Rajkumaree, take me home 
right now,” said the princess. 

‘The old woman looked at her with 
a sad smile. “So you are”, she said 
softly, “but there is no one to take you 
ut of this forest. I would have, but I 
have only one leg. May be if Thad a 
crutch I could guide you to the edge of 
this forest.” 

Rajkumatee was irritated. “For 
God's sake! Can't you get silly crutch 
from somewhere?” 


ine 





‘The old woman hobbled back into 
the house. “Do you have something to 
‘eat at least?” Rajkumaree asked. She 
felt strange asking for something and 
to ask for food seemed so shameful. 
‘Yet when the old woman readily 
offered her the dried bread from her 
basket she experienced a new feeling 
that softened her. She was actually 
grateful! 

‘The bread tasted like mud but it 
filled her stomach. “May be I can try 
to make a crutch for you,” she said 
hopefully. 

‘The old lady smiled. 
said. 

Rajkumaree slept lightly that night, 
Early next moming she started looking 
for some wood. She did not even notice 
the old woman boiling some potatoes 
for their merger meal, or look at the 
flowers all over the river bank, She 
spent the whole day struggling with 
tree branches but they either snapped 
Off or were too thin to support weight, 

Her clothes all tattered, her hands 
all bruised, she washed atthe river and. 
lay down on the grass. ‘What a life!" 
she thought to herself. ‘I wonder how 
the old woman lives here all alone!" 
‘She really felt sorry for her. 





“May be”, she 


Annd so Rajkumaree was very kind 
to the old woman. that evening, 
something she had never done honestly 
before. She fetched water from the 
iver. She helped wash the dishes. She 
‘even ate alittle less to have something 
left over for the next day. 

“Next moming, Rajkumaree first 


went to find some fruits in the forest. 
She collected enough to last for a few 
days. On the way back, she found a 
stout straight stick, right on her path, 
It was perfect! She would not even 
have to cut it to size! Rajkumaree was 
thrilled, 

So it was with a light heart that the 
princess skipped to the hut. But what 
she saw there shocked her, The hut had. 
been replaced by a cottage made 
entirely of roses! Rajkumaree ran in 
calling for the old lady. Inside, on a 
chair made of water lilies sat the old 
lady but she was hardly recognisable! 
Her legs were perfectly healthy. She 
was wearing a golden gown, and she 
smiled the happiest smile Rajkumaree 
had ever seen 

“So princess”, she said softly, “You 
have finally grown up to be worthy of 
the crown you will wear. Does not the 
World seem better once you understand 
other people's problems?" 

“Who are you?” was all Rajkumaree 
could say. 








A sapanese was going in a taxi in 
the roads of Chennai. 

A Hero Honda overtook the taxi, 
“Japanese bike very fast" said the 
Japanese proudly! 

A Mitsubishi lancer over took thy 
taxi. 

“Japanese car very fast" said the 


Japanese thrilled! 
The taxi reached the destination, 
The Japanese passenger was 
shocked. What? “Rs.1000 for 10 
kilometres?” he asked. 


“Lam the guardian fairy of your 
country, And [ had to show you what 
is important in life before you get to 
bbe queen. That is why I had to change 
into a weak old woman. Now that you 
are sensitive to the needs of even the 
‘weakest of your subjects, my work is 
done!” 

Before Rajkumaree could blink, the 
fairy had disappeared, leaving the hut 
as it was when Rajkumaree first saw 
it, In a few moments, the soldiers 
looking for her arrived, “I can swear 
‘we passed by this place three times and 
saw nothing,” the captain said, 
Rajkumaree only smiled as she got on 
to her horse to ride home. 

Rajkumaree grew to be a wonderful 
queen and her parents were so happy 
with her, But there were times when 
they were puzzled by her behaviour. 
Every year Rajkumaree would got to 
the hut in the forestall alone, for a few 
days, with some bread and potatoes! 


- B. Suryachakradhar 





“Japanese meter very fast on 
Chennai roads” said the taxi driver! 

+S. Rajesh, Std. IX A, K.V., 

LLT., Chennai, 





JAPAN D> 

from Tadashi Aizawa 

The Kido family lives in Fuchu City, part of the Tokyo 
Metropolitan District. The three children, 11 year-old 
Tomomi (left), seven year-old Shihomi (right) and two 
year-old Shuto (center), all share one room, The room is 
just six tatami mats in size, and with two desks there 
isn’t much space, but the three always play together 
happily with their keyboard and stuffed toys 








THAILAND W 

from Orawan Amarapornkul 

Preawa is the only child of the Thitapanich family 
She is ust three years old, and even though she is lucky 
enough to havea room of her own, she still has to sleep 
‘with her parents like the children in any other Thai 
farhily, Preawa has started attending a nursery school 
near her house, and as you can see from the picture 
she loves dolls and has quite a collection in her room. 





INDONESIA A 

from Dodo 
Karundeng 

Four year-old Mita 


lives with her parents, 
in their house in 
Sawangan, about 45 
kilometers south of the 
capital, Jakarta. She 
likes playing with her 
dolls, and has a good 
collection of them in 
her room. 
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AUSTRAL 
from Philip Porter 
Gabriel Borghino, or Gabe to his 
friends, is ten years old and lives in the 
Sydney suburb of Balmain, He enjoys 





soccer in winter and cricket in summer, 








CHINA W as well as skate-boarding all year 
from Qi Jie round. Gabe sings with the Sydney 
11 year-old Feng Lei (right) has his Children’s Choir, and ax well as 


own room in the five-toom apartment performing at the Sydney Opera, he 
he shares with his parents, His father Was a member of the children’s choir 
isan engineer, and his mother does the at the opening ceremony of the Sydney 
accounting for a company producing Olympics. He now shares his room 
rubber, Most couples in China have With Minnie, a dog he rescued. 
only one child, and while children may Courtesy : Pacific Friend 
miss the company of siblings, 
they make up for it by playing 
with friends. In the photo, 
classmate Yi Xing has come 
over, and the two have spent a 
fun weekend playing computer 
games and reading books. Or, do you share it 
with your brother or 








How about you, 
Dear — Gokulam 
reader? 

Do you have a 
room of your own? 





sister? 

Hovw ha 
speciality? 

‘Ask your parents or near relatives to 
df take a colour picture and send it with a 
short comment not more than 5-10 lines 
os and captions willbe 





you decorated it? Any 





- Editor 
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SPACE - TECHNOLOGY 
handra, the world's most powerful 
xray telescope which is named 


after Subrahmanyan 


Chandrashekar, the Indian - born 
astrophysicist and nobel laureate, was 
launched into space on July 23rd, 1999 by 
the space shuttle Columbia, The space 
shuttle mission STS-93 was also the first 
with a woman in command, 






In the universe, stars explode and give 
cout elements created in their core. Gallaies, 
collide, rending each other apart. 


Chandra Space 
Observatory 


Temperatures reach millions of degrees 
celsius. Matters are sucked in and there are 
massive black holes, The high-tech 
telescope which x-rays these happenings 
will chronicle the universe's dark secrets 
from its vantage point in space. 


The $ 1.5 billion, orbiting telescope is 
14 metres long and weighs five tons. The xe 
ray telescope is the heaviest payload ever 
put aboard a shuttle. It is also the most 
GOKULAM 
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‘powerful telescope ever to be launched. 
The Chandra xray telescope has eight 
times greater resolution and will not only 
be able to detect objects 20 times fainter but 
also provides 50 times miore detailed 
images. The high energy x-rays can 
penetrate a normal mirror To avoid that, 
cylindrical mirrors have been used which 
has an appearance of tubes within tubes, 





Chandra has'an elliptical orbit, unlike 
‘he earlier Hubble Telescope. At its closest, 
thetelescope willbe 

about3800km 
away from the 
earthand atts 
farthest 4,000 
km away, ie. 
almost a third of the way to 
the moon, This orbit also puts the telescope 
beyond the radiation belts around the earth 
that would otherwise damage thesensitive 
instrument on board. The telescope would 
have 55 hrs of uninter- 
rupted observation be- 
yond the radiation belts 
‘during each orbit, 

The telescope was 
originally called the 
"Advanced X-ray astrophysics Facility.” 
‘The NASA renamed it the “Chandra X-ray 
Observatory” after conducting a contest 
which drew 6000 entries from 61 countries. 
Chandrashekhar-made fundamental 
contributions to the study on ‘particular 
decay’, ‘theory of black hole’ and other 
phenomena. 

= P Sanjay, Std. X, Indiranagar High 
School, Bangalore. 
Source : Manorama Year Book 2000 






FIDDLE SOME RIDDLES 
1. Because her's san undying love! 
2. His sense of touch, for he doesn’t 
feel well! 
Because itis a Tuesday! 
. They are both fired! 
5. An oxident! 
6, Well armed! 
Baby mice! 





we 


BALLS AND ROWS. 
5 lines of a star and 10 balls. 4 in 
each row, 


PROVERB QUIZ 

1. A stitch in time saves nine. 

2, Do not count the chicks before 
they are hatched, 

3. A bird in hand is worth two in a 
bush, 

4, Make hay while the sun shines. 










2 


5. A burnt child 


ONE NAME : 36 WORDS! 
-1-A-As-Ash- Win In- Swan 
‘Swiss - Swish - Ass inn -sin - assassin 
~ saw ~ has - wish ~ shin - ah - ha hi - 
‘was ~ sins - assassins - wins - inns ~ 
‘swans- saws - shins - wash - hash - his 
hiss - sans - is - an - whin, 








Raghu : Soon, .V. will take the place 
of news papers 

‘Seen : Never! TV. can never replace 
news papers! 

Raghu : How are you so sure? 

‘Seen : Because you can't wrap your 
lunch in a TE 





R. Sandhiya, 
VII C, KV, Ashok Nagar, 
Chennai. 








4 Gy UTnMer holidays at last! 
declared Brother Undir. 

S I'm really looking for- 
ward to visiting Aaji and 
‘Aajoba!” said Sister, They were off 
to stay with their grandparents for 
the summer months. Mama Undir 
was taking them as Papa was go: 


GRAND 


ing to be busy with a conference. 
‘But Aaji doesn't have internet! 
How will | keep in touch with my 
friends?" Brother remembered all 
the promises the classmates had 
made. * 
‘So what? Perhaps we could find 





a net café somewhere nearby! 
suggested Sister Undir, 

No cable TV, no computer, no 
long distance calls! | almost feel 
we're going back into the old stone 
age!" declared Brother. 

‘Maybe, but remember all the 
story telling, lots of eating together, 


ARENTS 


playing cards! I'm really looking 
forward to the cards! Maybe 
Aajoba will teach me alittle bridge 
this time!" said Sister. 

‘That's because you win most of 
the time!" complained Brother. It 








was true. Sister had become re. 
ally sharp at remembering all the 
Suits and who had what cards left 
Their grandfather, Aajoba Undir, 
had taught her how to keep a 
poker straight face while playing 
So she never revealed what she 
had. 


hen they reached Aaji 


| oe 
themselves in the midst of 


a hullabaloo, There was Aaji Undir 
arms outstretched, demanding 





UNDIR STORY 
something. Aajoba was standing 
by, not sure of what was going on. 

Their neighbour, who had a com- 
puter store, was looking rather 
glum. “How will | be able to buy a 
computer if | don’t even know what 
the parts are called! You must teach 
me!” Aaji was saying, 


PUTERS 


‘But why do we need a machine 
at this age? Are we not OK as we 
are?" asked Aajoba, 

The neighbour was a 
nice person who liked 
both Aaji and 
Aajoba. He did not 











“My father is always afraid of cross- 
ing the road..." 

“How do you know for sure?” 

“Because, whenever we cross the 
road he catches my fingers!” 

— Priyadarshini, Std IX B, $.B. 

Public School, Gulbarga (Karnataka) 

————— 

want to take sides, so did not know 
what to do. 

Mama Undir put down their 
bags. "Ma! We're here! What is 
going on?" 

“Nothing much!” replied Aaji 
“Come in! Come right in! Good to 
see you all! How Sister and Brother 
have grown! You see, I'm just try- 
ing to learn about computer parts, 
| haven't been very successful so 
far | must say!” 

“Why don't you join a computer 
class, Aaji?” suggested Brother 
Undir. 

“And you can also buy a com- 
puter to help you practice lessons. 
at home!" added Sister. 

"A-ha! What great ideas! | wish 
you kids had come earlier!" de- 
clared Aaji. "You see, | feel that my 
generation has missed out on all 
this computer stuff. I'm keen to 
learn. Aajoba is not!" 

“| just don’t know why anyone 
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should save files, | thought we 
saved money!" grumbled Aajoba, 
“And why call a screen a monitor? 
| thought monitors were the goody- 
goody kids who carried tales about 
their classmates to teachers!” 

Brother couldn't stop laughing. 
“Please, Aajoba! You're doing this 
on purpose!” he said, Sister 
grinned. 

“By the way," asked Aaji, *how 
much do you think a computer 
would cost?" 

“Around fifty thousand rupees, | 
guess, with a printer." replied 
Mama, 

"Oh my!" Aajoba looked pained. 

The torture of learning allthis irrel- 
evant stuff! And then also having 
to pay for it!" 

“I have some money saved up! 
Don't worry!" replied Aaj 

"You can save all your invest- 
ment files on the machine!* Mama 
Undir tried tempting Aajoba 

“I really want it to learn a new 
skill, regardless of whether it does 
something useful or not! That is 
that!” declared Aaji 

Aajoba had no argument left. 
Every one was on Aaji's side. So 
the next day Brother, Sister and 
‘Aajoba Undir went to the neigh- 
bour's shop to look at some com- 
puters 

“Where is the rat? I'd like to see 
a computer rat!” demanded 
Aajoba. 

“He means the mouse!” ex- 
plained Brother. “Aajoba, please 


don't ask any questions! They'll 
cheat you if they realise how little 
you know!” 

“Don't worry! We get all types of 
customers!” replied the friendly 
neighbour. “| myself knew very lit- 
tle until | took up this work! The 
learning time can be very short. 
Here, Sit! Piease fee! free to use this, 
machine and get the feel of what 
you will buy.” 

So Aajoba tried his hand at the 
mouse. Sister and Brother helped 
him to navigate across the monitor. 
“Why is the swastik becoming an 
arrow and then a paw?" Aajoba 


demanded. 

B plussed. They could not fig- 
ure out what Aajoba’s doubt 

was. "Here we go again ...” said 

‘Aajoba. "See, now its an arrow and 

now it's a paw! What's going on?” 

“Ohl Oh! | getit!” screamed Sis- 
ter shaking with laughter. Aajoba 
had moved from an excel 
spreadsheet to Yahoo! on the 
internet so the cursor had changed. 
“That's all Aajoba! Do you see 
now ?" Sister explained, “Its as 
clear as mud!" complained Aajoba, 
“But if your grandmother wants it, 
we have to buy it.” 

“Would you like a modem and 
printer too?" asked the neighbour. 
“I really have no ideal” replied 
Aajoba. 

"Yes, Aajoba! You've got to - at 
least the modem. How else will you 


rother and Sister were non- 


email tous” 

“What about speakers?" 

“Look, | already told you that | 
have ABSOLUTELY NO IDEA 
WHAT I WANT! Ask my grandchil- 
dren!" 

“Get the speakers Aajoba, so 
you can listen to music while you 
work. You can also see movies!" 

“Try some games Aajoba. Try 
solitaire - its just like playing pa- 
tience with real cards. Real easy” 
‘suggested Brother who was very 
keen that Aajoba bought the com- 
puter, 

"Do whatever you want! I'm ex- 
hausted just by listening to you all! 
Just make sure you tell me what the 
whole thing will cost. Then I'l say 
yes or no!” Aajoba finally declared. 

"CPU, monitor, printer, modem, 
speakers!" called out Sister and 
Brother as they ticked off the main 
parts, They also asked for stand- 








/ a 
Some people are too tired e 
smile. 
Give them one of yours. 
For, no one needs a smile so much 
‘as one who has none to give! 
= J. Danalakshmi Jothy, XII B, 
St. Joseph of Cluny 
G.H.S.S. Pondicherry. 
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ard software, Luckily it all fitted 
within Aaji-Aajoba's budget. 

“Delivery within a week!" prom- 
ised the neighbour. 

Back home Aaji was delighted! 
“Now the machine can take over 
the cooking! I'd like to finally retire! 
Just like Aajobal” declared Aaj 

“No such luck, Aaj! The ma- 
chine does not cook'” 

“Does it wash clothes?” 

“No!” 

*Do the dishes?” 

“No!” 

‘See, it does nothing useful!" 
declared Aajoba. "Having second 
thoughts about buying it We can't 
buy something just to save files for 
no special reason and play with 
another mouse?” 

Brother became alarmed. Would 
‘Aajoba cancel the order? But Aaji 


smiled. "I'm only joking!" 
were redone. A new table 


S was bought. All this amidst 


much grumbling from Aajoba. Fi- 
nally they were ready to introduce 





oon the computer was in- 
stalled. Telephone wires 









Points lo Ponder 


‘Aaji-Agjoba to the enormous poten- 
tial of the machine. Aaji enrolled 
herself in a computer class. See- 
ing her do homework diligently and 
pick up a new vocabulary, Aajoba 
felt neglected. Under persuasion 
from Brother, Sister and Mama 
Undir he also joined up. It wasn't 
long before Aaji and Aajoba were 
surfing the net with ease. Reading 
newspapers from around the world 
delighted Aaji. *! didn’t know we 
could read papers from Pakistan 
right here!” Aajoba also very soon 
became an addict, much more than 
‘Aaj in fact! Aajoba loved to pit his 
wits against others in chess. They 
were soon talking about hard 
drives, floppies, CDs, chatrooms as 
if hey had been using them all their 
lives. Mail started flying between 
‘Aaji-Aajoba and Papa Undir, Papa 
was surprised- absolutely de- 
lighted- to get email from Aaji- 
Aajoba apart from Sister, Brother 
and Mama Undir! 

What a transformation during 
just one vacation! 


Anuradha K, Rajivan, 


says. “next time.’ 

People don’t remember how 
quickly you completed a job, but they 
surely remember how well you did it 

® Awinner works hard toachieve suc~ 
cess; a loser tries to find a short cut 

The difference between ordinary, 
and extraordinary is that little extra 


irish V. Shani X C, Shri 
Shahjanand S.S., Ahmedabad, 


A MAGICAL DREAM! 





One sunny Sunday morning 
I went to a magic show, charming! 

It made me wish, I were a magician, 

Though my aspiration is to become a physician. 


T envy his work, its tireless; 

But he pretends to be restless. 

He makes things come from nowhere, 
They also disappear, God knows where! 


With magic | would easily do the chores, 
Which my mother makes me do by force! 
In front of my friends | can boast, 

And give them parties playing the host! 


T will do my home work with the magic wand, 
And save all the pain to my poor hand! 

In no time at all I'll get what | want, 

And not pester my parents for what they can't. 


With magic 1 can do anything without hate, 
The power is sure to change my fate! 
Ihave this big dream about magic, 
It'll never come true, considering logic! 
- Akshatha Mohan, Std. IX, 
Atomic Energy CS., Mysore 
Sonus 
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SMILE YOUR WAY 


Ajay : Why are 
you crying, Ashok? 
Ashok : My dad 
beat me for hitting a 
fly with a stick. 

Ajay : Why 
should your father 

beat you for that? 
Ashok : Because 
the fly was sitting on 

my father’s head! 
- SP. Sanketh, Std. IX, Premier 
H.S., Bangalore. 








Father : Ravi, I asked you five 
questions. Now tell me which of 


Babu : Crows shout kaka... who | them you can't answer? 

shouts ki ki..? Ravi : The first two and the last 
Raju : You tell me! three questions, father! 
Babu : Those who have lost their 

key! 


Dad : Son, why are you 
sitting on 2 cat while 
writing! 

Son : Because my 
teacher told me to write 
an essay on a cat! 
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TO SUCCESS 


A bicycle salesman was persuading 
a milkman to buy a cycle : 
“Imagine how foolish you 
will look riding a cow!” 
Milkman : Not half as ¥ 
foolish as I'd look milking a 
bicycle. 








Mother to son who had just 
returned from an outing with his father: 
“How did you like the 200, so 
Son : Great! Dad liked it too, 
especially when one of the horses won 
the race! 





Mother : How did you like the 
circus son? 














Teacher : Ramu! Will you stop 
talking while Tam 
teaching? 
Ramu : Sorry madam, 
T have this disease of 
talking while sleeping! 





‘Teacher : I will put 
this five rupee coin inthis 
glass of water, 
Now, Madan, 
tell me whether 
it will dissolve 
lor not? 
Madan : It 
won't, madam! 








Son : I loved it; but I did not think 
much of the man who threw knives at 
a woman, 

Mother: Why? 

Son : Because he missed every 
time! 

- Anand, Std, 

X, Shree Ram 

WS.HLS., 
Mumbai. 

















‘Teacher ; How 
are you so sure? 


Madan: Be- 
cause if it will 
dissolve, you 


would never have 


Kerala School, New Delhi. 
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puttin water! 
vy -S. Sujit Kumar, Std. IXA, 


Name : B. Swathi 

Age: 16 

Address : Arjun 28/1, 
Kombettu, (P.0.) Navoor, 
Bantval - 574211, 
Karnataka, 

Hobbies : Drawing, 
reading, listening to music. 


Name : S. Arun 

Age : 13 

Address : 305, Sairam Apts., 
‘Sainagar, Malkajgiri, Hyderabad - S00 
047, 

Hobbies : Reading, browsing the 
internet, sports, listening to music. 


Name : V. Roshan Kumar 
Age: 17 
Address : 33, Konda Mapuram St., 
Tiruvellore - 602 001. 





Hobbies : Reading, Collecting 
stamps, writing poetry, tennis, indoor 
‘games and chatting. 

Name: Pratyansh Kumar 
Acharya 

Age : 11 

Address : N4/347, IRC Village, 





‘Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar - 751012. 
Hobbies : Reading, collecting 

stamps, rocks and minerals, cycling, 

foot ball, cricket and playing casio. 


Name : N. Lakshmi 

‘Age: 10 

‘Address : 75/C, Motilal Nehru 
Road, Calcutta - 700 029, 


Ba tones 
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PENPALS 


Hobbies ; Reading Gokulam, 
watching TY, singing and playing, 


Name : K. Madhusudhanan 
Age: 14 





+ 8, Manicka Vasagar St, 
Periyar Nagar, Pallikaranai, Chennai - 
601 302. 

Hobbies : Reading Gokulam, coins 
collection, playing badminton, 


Name : G. Sindhu 


Age: 12 
Address : 2 - 2 - 12/4, C-9, 
Chandrala Nivas, Dhurgabai 


Deshmukh Colony, Hyderabad, 
Hobbies : Listening to music, 

reading, writing jokes, playing 

badminton or cricket and dancing. 


Name : R. Suhasini 

Age: 15 

‘Address : 4, Modi Building, K,A. 
Subramaniam Road, Matunga, 
‘Mumbai - 400 019. 

Hobbies : Singing, dancing, reading, 
playing badminton and cooking. 


Name 
Devi 


Pindumathi; PSaranya 





Age : 15, 12 

Address : New No. : 275, Big bazaar 
St., Trichy - 620 008, 

Hobbies : Reading books and 
magazines, painting, listening to music 
and admiring nature. 


Name : S. Giridhar 

Age: 1 

Address : New No.35, Dr. 
Radhakrishnan Nagar Main Road, 
‘Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai - 600 041 

Hobbies : Reading, playing 
mridangam, cricket, carrom and 
watching TY. 





ie: S. Kavya 

Age:9 

Address : No.58, Karyashree, 1 
Cross, New Bank Colony, Konankunte, 
Bangalore - 560 062. 

Hobbies : Playing carrom, chess, 
collecting stamps, pictures, watching 
‘TY. cartoons and cricket, 


Name : A. Abhijit 
Age: 13 
Address : 4C, M.S. Block, Type 
IV, CLRI Colony, Adyar, Chennai - 


600 020. 

Hobbies : Reading Gokulam, 
watching TLV. cartoons, playing and 
making friends. 


Name : Pratibha B. Patil 


Age: 15 
Address: _H.No.1-1496/2A, 
Godutai Nagar, Gulbarga 
Hobbies : listening to music, 


collecting proverbs, playing and 
reading Gokulam, 


Name : Avinash Raj 

Age: 12 

Address : 707, Jessore Road, 
Dumdum, (Clive House) Kolkatta - 
700 028. 

Hobbies : Travelling, cycling, 
cricket, making friends, reading, 
listening to music and painting. 


Name : K, Parvez Ahmed. 





32/184, Mattekar St., 
Muslimpur, Vaniyambadi - 635 751, 
Vellore Dt., Tamil Nadu. 

Hobbies : Reading GK books, 
surfing the net, playing shuttle cock 
and studying cultural heritage. 








Name : A.S. Mala 

Age: 16 

Address : BS/2, Saptarishi Society, 
Anand Nagar, Pandurangwadi, 
Dombivli (E) Dist. Thane - 421 201. 


Hobbies : Reading, writing, stamp 


collecting and TV. 
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Name : G. Vishwanth 


Wow! 
Age: 12 
Address : 3932, Pullava Jrs Sainik 


School, Amaravathi Nagar, Udumalpet | | get my 


(TK) - 642 10: 1 GOKULAM 


Hobbies ; Reading books, watching | 


birds and watching T.V. H Absolutely FREE! 


. Arun Pandian 


+ 








Nam You too can get your 
Age: 13 


Address : 3965, Pallava House, Gokulam Free 
Sainik School, Amaravathi Nagar, | by collecting 
Udumalpet (TK) - 642 102. || and /or gifting just 

Hobbies : Watching'T-V., gardening, | 
making friends, reading comics and | three yearly 

subscriptions ! 


watching the sky. | 
| Please write with ball point pen 

| clearly in capital letters, 
ls . | enclose a bank demand draft / 
aM a nails Duarska”. Behind | send an MO favouring Gokulam for 
'M Naga Police Suton, Bangalore | Be a4g) boing the thee yer 
60 O13 subscriptions | collected for 

Hobbies : Reading, chatting, | @okulam. Please send me my 
making friends and writing letters. | gkulamabsolutely ee forone year 
= Twelve issues only. 





Name : C. Sahana, 











y 
Name : S. Bharathy H 
| 








Age : 13 
Address : 54, Perambur Barracks 

Road, Vepery, Chennai - 600007. | ‘Signature: 
Hobbies : Reading, collecting coins, | Date : 

listening to music and painting. | B.S. You may use the order form. 

for a paid annual subscription for 

Name ; Shaina D'Cunha | yourself at Rs.72/- for twelve issues 
Age : 12 | if you are unable to collect three 


Address : Kate Residency, Flat : B/ | Subscriptions. 
02, ‘C’ Building, S.T, Workshop Road, | Outstation cheques will not be 
Dapodi, Pune - 411 012. | accepted. 

Hobbies : Drawing, dancing, | Post the completed form and A/c 
reading, playing and watching T.V. H payee DD favouring Gokulam to E> 
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‘Order your FREE GOKULAM for 


‘one year of value Rs.72/- 





The Circulation Manager 
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47, Jawaharlal Nehru Road. 
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get about the lotus being a 
politcal party symbol. There are 
other endearing aspects to the 

flower. 

Lotus is either pink or white in colour. 
The stems of the lotus plant are hollow 
and light, helping the leaves and flowers 
to stay above water and to get plenty of 
sunlight, The leaves which appear to float 
(on water are held there by the straight 
stems, The leaves are water proof, thanks 





> 
LOTUS: =.= 


PLANT LIFE 
the rains 

The roots of the lotus are edible and 
hence cooked. The seeds are used in 
Ayurvedic: medicine. 


The lotus is a symbol of purity, for 
though it grows in muddy waters it keeps 
it head above the dirt and is not tainted 
by it. Hence sages use the lotus image 
during deep meditation, 

Goddesses Lakshmi, Saraswathi and 

aha the creator, 
are all shown as 
being seated on a 
lotus. The flower 


thus has acquired 
an exalted position 
‘nour mythology, 
= Another legend 
states that when 
Siddhartha was 
born, he took seven 
steps and a lotus 
sprang from each 

foot print. 
Even if all the above 





sidelined, the 


to the network of small and QU NATIONAL lotus by its 


closelyset hairs. Ifyou pluck 


a lotus which has bloomed and look FLOWER 


at the center, you wil find a flat topped 
pod with seeds, each in i's separate 
compartment, 

The lotus loves sunshine and warmth 
While the flower blooms as the first rays 
of the sun caress it, the leaves being 
Water proof absorb sunlight. Lotus flowers 
are found in abundance in the village 
ponds especially during summer, just after 


\ca Boa 





sheer beauty, 
purity and 
magnificence attracts our attention and 
cendears itself to our hearts, That is why 
2 person with a pure heart is also 
referred to as a person with a lotus heart. 
Let us remember this and prove 
‘ourselves to be worthy for having named 
it as the national flower of India 
‘Bhavna N. Kakkat, Std. XI, 
Vanividyalaya dr. College, Mulund (w). 





lI really appreciate 
Granny's advice. I feel as if 
she is with us sharing our 
feelings. Hats off to ol” 
Grandma Worm! 

+ M, Meghana, Bangalore. 

I 1 have been a regular 
reader of Gokulam for 














the past one year, The 
advice given by Mrs. Y.G, Partha- 
rathy really helped me to do my 
exams well, Thankyou, Gokulam! 
= $. Ramkumar, Std, X, Stanes 
Hr. See. School, Coonoor, 
P21 am a regular reader of Tamil 
Gokulam, I also read English 
Gokulam for it helps me to develop 
my knowledge of english. Its simple 
style can be followed easily and 1 am 
able to read, write and speak better in 
english than ever before. The story 
“Spirit of Friendship’ was superb! 
- KM. Vijay, SIV School, 
Sirumugai 
The puzzle pages are very 
interesting and informative too. I and 
my friends after 
reading it 




















conduct quiz, 


the puzzle pages. I's lot of fun, besides 
enriching our knowledge. 

= BS. Swetha Nidhi, Std. VIM, 

Vijaya H.S., Bangalore - 11. 

© Gokutam is my favourite 

magazine. 1 look forward to it eagerly 
every month. My sincere wish is thi 
it should be converted into a weekly. 

= Manoj C. Padma, Bhrampur, 














1 Undir stories, Jayabalan stories 
and use your noodles series are the 
major exclusive successes of 
Gokulam, ‘Hello Doctor’ is very 
useful. The comic strips in different 
parts of the magazine are amusing and 
interesting, In short Gokukam is the 
No. magazine for children, 

- Neelima Chakraborty, Std. X, 
St. Joseph’s H.S., Matigara (W. 

= “Do you choose a career or 
allow a carreer to choose you?” 
published in April 2001 issue of 
Gokulam was very interesting, 
educative and meaningful, Please give 


Hats off to 














coarse’ Q/' Grandma Worm! 


more such articles, which would help 
students and also their parents to 
tunderstand each other better, 
- Hansa Sharma, Age 16, 
Bangalore, 
(AU contributions to Gokulam 
should carry your full address. 
Otherwise we wont’ be able to consider 
them for publication, - Editor) 
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DID YOU KNOW? can weigh upto 230 kgs. 


* Cod fish lay six million eggs per year. The eggs * The blue whale’s 
are food for many predatory fish, Still the large call is the loudest noise 
number of eggs ensure the survival of the species. made by any animal! It 

* The buzzing sound of flies and bees is nothing Fegisters upto 188 
but the sound of their wings moving at arapid speed, decibels and can be heard 

. by other whales far away 

* Praying mantises, wasps, id frogs are 
the best pest controllers that anyone could think of, ~ ee" UPto 1600 kms, 
They control more pests than all pesticides produced (fromthe G.K, book of 
by companies all over the world! What is more they VI CBSE) 
donot damage the environment asthe pesticides do. | A hishek H. Nair 


= Ladika Dave, Std. IX, Aloysius HS, Age 12, Chandrapur, 


orillas 
don’t 
drink 


water 


AMAZING THINGS TO 
FACTS REMEMBER 


* The total —_ Think - 
amount of salt in Constructively 
the world’s oceans. Work - Efficiently 
and seas will cover Act - Fearlessly 
Europe to a depth Risk - Cautiously 
of 5 km. Judge - Wisely 
Dress - Nicely 
Invest - Prudently 
Spend - Judiciously 
Save - Regularly 
Serve - Willingly 
Sensibl 



















* If a person spent a day in the Sahara without 
shade, food, water or clothes his temperature would 
be about 46°C by sunset and he would have lost 2to 
4 litres of water. By night fall he would be dead. 





* The anaconda is the world’ 


SNIPPETS 
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Friendship = full stomach makes you drowsy. The reason being 
Selectively more blood is supplied to the alimentary tract and 
«J. Vishnu, Std. VIL, the blood supply to the brain gets reduced. 
Govt. Primary School, _# A person’s blood has about 18 billion red blood 
Bangalore. cells. 
# You blink 
your eyes about 





25 times a 
minute. 

# Bach one 
of us have 3000 
taste buds in our 
tongue. 
= Nirmala Chellappa, Std, X, 1A. Ideal 
chool, Mumbai, 











BODY COUNT 
# The two kidneys in BELIEVE IT OR NOT 





our body contain twenty 
lakhs of tiny blood filters, 
which deal with about 
4000 litres of blood * A bat can cat ha 
every night 

# What we eat today * Ifalllthe ice in the North and South poles melted, 
the oceans would rise by as much as 180 feet! 





* The moon is slowly moving away from the earth 
a the rate of about two inches per century. 





it's weight in inseets in one 








won't 
moisture they require 


* Gorillas are so afraid of water that th 
even drink it! They get all the 
from fruits and plants, 








The tongue of an adult giraffee is 18 inches long, 
‘and black in colour, 

* A male butt 
several miles away! 
will be completely * Boy’ 
digested only after two 
days, So, no need to 
overload, A half or three 
fourth filled stomach + M. Swathi, Std. VITA, Bakthavatsalam 
keeps you alert, while a Vidyashram, Chennai. 
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ly can smell a female butterfly 











hair grows faster than girl's hair 





* The Stegosaurus, a wo ton dinosaur, had a brain 
that was only the size of a walnut! 




























| twas May 13th 

















001," Munim" 
cried Priya asthe rain, 
She stopped sho seeing a gues 
is Mr Goswami who's moved 
in next door. Gucss what 
her on gave her as 3 
believe it! He has V@ 
bought her all the 
equipments for a 
Tat that peat?” 

Priya listened with 
mixed fetings of suprise 
Goswami vas sling. Piya 
nodded her head slowly. "Mis 
Coswar ust have loved i 

it was Mother's Day and Priya had 
planned to give her mother a card. But 
fince abe dia't get any pocket money, 
make itallby herself She had spenttwo 
whole nights, making it and painting i 
coKutaM 


‘Oh, Priya!” mom smiled, “this 
sift today! You wont 
sprawling indoor garden. 
id sorrow. Mrs. 
she said half-heartedly. 
she couldn't even buy one. She had to 
TUWE ‘0 





and decorating it. Inthe front, it 
had the picture of a mother 

hugging her 
daughter. Priya 
thought her 
mother would 
love it, She had 
come into give itto 
her when the above 
conversation took 
place. 


riya stole back 
to her room. 
She had 
second thoughts now. 
How could she give her 
mother something s0 
cheap? She'd smile and 





other's Day 
Dilemma 


hug her, but would she really like it? Oh! 
If only she had some money! She coulé 
have bought mom a few flowers at least 
‘She rolled on her bed and talked silently 
to herself 

“Priya. frow 


mom called 





‘Someone is on the phone.” 
Hastily, Priya got up and sped down, 

Tewas Aparna, “Hi yaar..", came her 
voice. A stream of words followed. Priya 
listened till she could stand it no longer. 
She banged the receiver on the phone and. 
Nked ups 
Now she was upset. Really upset! 
Aparna had bought a copy of "Ode to 
Mother” for her mom, “She was so 
happy!” Aparna had said, She 
embered Aparna’s words, “Yaar! It 
ost me tons of money! You should've 
seen how I saved up 

So, everyone was buying good things 
for their mothers, Why couldn't she...” 
Was she an ungrateful daughter? Tears 
welled up in her eyes and she tried to 
gain control over herself, 




















“Priya...” mom called, "Get ready 

for an outing. “Priya wondered 
What it was, as she changed her clothes 
and straightened her hair. “Special 
Mother's Day treat from me. Today we 
have our dinner at the restaurant of your 
choice!” said mom as Priya went 





T he clock struck half-past seven. 






















downstairs 

Soon, the two of them were in the 
city’s Oriental Restaurant, having a 
delicious dinner, Priya pretended to be 
happy, but her heart tugged at her from 
inside. It was a special, special day, and 
she had given her mother nothing, 
ABSOLUTELY nothing. 











Uup and cried into her pillow. She had 

such a loving mother who deserved 

the best, But she had nothing to give her. 

Moin came in to say good night only 

to find Priya erying in her bed 

“Darling...” she came and sat next to 

Priya, Priya cried her heart out on her 

lap. But she Wouldn't tell her what the 
‘matter was. How could she? 

Just then, mom’s eyes fell on the card 
which lay on the table. It was the one 
Priya had made for her. “How perfectly 
lovely!” she exclaimed as she picked it 
up. “Why! It’s for me! Why didn’t you 
five it to me, pri dear. I suppose you 
forgot. Silly girl!” she punched Priya 
lovingly. 

“But ... but... don’t you think it's 

cheap?” asked the astonished Priya, “It 
so...common and down-to-earth, 
‘you know,” 
‘So what? You made it yourself for 
‘me, and that makes it priceless and dear 
to me, Did you think I'd judge love by 
the cost ofthe gift?” she said laughingly. 
“After all I know that you don't receive 
‘any pocket money." 

Priya was so relieved now. “You like 
he exclaimed as she hugged her mon 
The moon that shone high through the 
window, saw them, smiled to itself and 
thought, How nice it is, to have a 





S$ coon as they reached home, Priya ran 
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S. Gowri, Std. XILB, K.V., 
Pattom. 








S TALK 


SPOR’ 

Lisa pity that India could not par- 

ticipate in Sharjah. Whatever may 

be the political differences be 
tween nations, it isnot good to a: 
low those differences to spoil the spor 
tive spirit, Politics must be completely 
isolated from sports 

Itis said that emotions run high when 

we play against Pakistan. Actually it 
should be the other way about. Sports 
must be an appliance to diffuse tension 
and not a weapon to increase it. Let us 
hhope that the future will be better for 
sports between India and Pakistan 








he Srilankans were victorious in 
Sharjah and it was a surprise 
victory besides a well de- ao" 


served one. They came 
to the finals because of a 
better run rate than New 

Zealand and met Pakistan. 

They out played Pakistan in 
all departments in the finals 
of the one day series and re 

istered a77 run win, to snatch the 
ARY Trophy. Pakistan required 
298 to win, but though the initial 
run rate was good, wickets fell at 
regular intervals, SaeedAnwar waged 

1 lone battle to score 62 until he was 
‘caught and bowled by Jayasurya. 


fter the Australians left our 
shores, our attention was fo 
cused on the Ranji Trophy 


matches. This is the most prestigious of 

















ISOLATE P 


ome SPORTS! 
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the several cricket tournaments played 
in our country and test aspirants do their 
best to catch the eyes of the selectors 
during these fixtures. The finals was 
played between the Railways and 
Baroda. It was quite a surprise that the 
Railways had come upto the finals and. 
this by itself was creditworthy. But 
Baroda snatched the Trophy, and this 


coming after a long number of years, 





made it a great occasion for celebra- 
tions. 
The only sour 





















point was that the Railway's cap- 
tain Abhay Sharma criticised the 
umpiring openly and claimed that 
the best team lost! This was nei- 
ther culture nor “cricket”. We may 
have our strong opinions, but ex- 
pressing them so openly and 
rudely is most unnecessary, espe 
cially when itis not going to alter 
matters, It is always better to ac: 
cept defeat gracefully to create a 
healthy and cordial climate 








ur tennis duo Leander 
Paes and = Mahesh 
Bhupathi have done it | 
again! They bet Kevin 


* Spinner Murali Kartik (et) of 








Kim and Jim 
Thomas of the United 
States in the finals of 
US. clay court cham 
pionship in Houston 
and shared $350,000 
between them! It's 
good thatthe pair have 
given up their idea of 
going it alone and 
have come together 
again. They have so 
far come upto the fi- 
nals 25 times in the big 
league and won 18 of 
them to claim so many 
titles! Let us wish 
them many more dou- 
ble crowns! 
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, ______ THE SMASH HIT PARTY: 
fiinent goto Rajesh's | Welcome Bau! Rajesh and 
irthday party. Heisrich ||{ | feet : 
and arrogant [tool very hans: 
fRiways finding 
‘fault with others 
is a bad habit. 
You are going to 
the party. / 


Justas thought. Exhibiting 7 Iwill sing and | [/” Now my brother 


is wealth... and his sister's anes fot you. Rajesh wl pny the) 
stupid, horrible < ‘you will | violin to entert 














| music! What z ‘came from 


| Wonderful ott Hey, 1didntyLiart The far | 


melody! 
's Balu's \ 
prank as 


like a cat 
screeching. Let 
add life to 








‘Oh! My God! i Aha! My 1.[” STOP THIS RIOT! Raje: 
My God! 7 birthday pany come over here and pla 
K isasmashing’| the violin for your _ 














frien = Bi 
i 


{some one has. 
broken my | 
tf le 


J 


7 That shows how violent you are, /’ ‘All of you can hide, 
Rajesh! Behave yourselt, Play || Uma wil try to find ° 
you 
\ Quietly with your friends. Hide/| |\_¥* ane 





{show you a goot 
place to hide. 


} /Okay! | didn't)/ 
imagine you to|) 





Boon hurt their 
Thanks for making my 4—~'teelings Rajesh! 


party memorable. You | try to get along. 

know, | hate playing the Besides, these 

violin, But my parents sweets are as 
sweet as you are! - 











| 























ou might have heard 
or read about the @ 
young coll tte 


in Chennai who was eve 








teased by a gang of rowdys 
and ultimately had to 
ft life, The 





scoundrels were 
rounded up and after J 
some prolonged legal 
exercise they have all 
been sentenced to 





rigorous imprisonment 
for three years, 

Well, the law takes 
it course but the lost, 





innocent life 





retrieved. If 
the victim had 

been a ‘Karate Kid’ 

then the chances are that 
she would have defended 
herself and perhaps even 
gone on the offensive to 
frighten the rowdys. In all 
probability the miscreants 
would have speeded off in the 
auto by which they came to 





udo and Karate are the most 








cost her. 

J popular of the several martial 
arts and are practised all over 

he world by thousands of people 

oung and old, While Judo is 

ssentially practised in self defence, 

arate takes on the offensive, but can 

ye used in such a manner as not to cause 

njury to either the body or life of the 

»pponent 

‘Tamil film actor Prashanth 

started learning karate and 

other martial arts even 

when he was a 

young boy and 

isa black 

belt 










which 
means he has 
mastered the art 
He also runs The 
School of Monkey Kungfu Karate 
which admits young people who want 
to learn this wonderful method of self- 
defence. What is more he doesn’t 
charge them anything, The classes are 
conducted as a service to society. 


Pp 





rashanth speaks volumes about 
the beneficial effects of 
earning Karate at a young age. 


Here are a few important points 

* Karate not only helps in self 
defence, it also builds up your body. It 
is good exercise and you grow up to 
be strong and disease resistant 

* It builds strength of mind too. The 
exercises which go with the art helps 
you to concentrate and this helps in two 
ways. 









* First, strength of mind gives you 
the power to resist temptations, 
You naturally begin to shun 
smoking and drinking. You 

are able to say a firm “no” 













to narcotics and 
other evils threatening 
young people today. 
Prashanth says that 
he will even 
refuse a role in 
films which 
requires him to 
act as if he is 
smoking or 
sipping alcohol 

* The second 
aspect is that the 
power of concentration 
developed during Karate 
exercises helps yau in your 
GOKULAM 
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studies and you are 
table to do better in schoo! 
Positive thinking underlies this 
richievement and adds strength. 

“It's important to start young” says. 
Prashanth, “The kid years is the period 
when the mind is playful, ull of pranks 
and looks forward to entertainment, It 
is at this time when the mind has to be 
trained to resist temptations of the 
wrong kind, The mind has to be 
directed towards good wholesome 
entertainment. It has to be shaped to 
become a responsible citizen.” 
"iK 

of concentration without 

need for meditation” 
claims Prashanth. “Meditation is ‘in 
built’ in the exercises we teach and 
which go with the Karate lessons.” 

‘These exercises include “seeing” in 
the dark, judging various sounds, and 
developing the powers of touch and 
smell, It also teaches the art of 
relaxation of the body and springing 
into action within seconds whenever 
the need arises. 
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arate builds up the power 


besity is never a 
Oo problem for Karate 
Kids. Since they are 
assured of a good physique 
they become interested in 
sports and do well 
“Karate will not make 
‘one arrogant” promises 
Prashanth, “The exercises 
begin with obedience and showing 
respect to the teacher, This develops 
gradually into humility towards society 
itself.” 
builds up self confidence too. Like 
David taking on Goliath in the biblical 
story, Karate Kids are trained to face 
experienced adults and to tackle their 
attacks, This self confidence again helps 
in the young ones’ studies too. 


trate is practised in such a way 
K thatthe life of the opponent is 

notendangeyed. The attack will 
disable the villain and when he is 
struggling with himself the Karate Kid 
can vacate the scene. Thus Karate though 
powerful is used with restraint and this 
quality will be observed by the Karate 
Kid in other areas of life as well. 

Iisa great boon to young girls who 
think they belong to the weaker sex. 
‘They develope the strength of body 
equivalent to that of a man besides 
building up the same amount of self 
confidence, 

So, become Karate kid and walk 
proud, whether you are a boy or a girl, 

Interview : Jayanthan 
Photos by : Irish 
Cover Ilustration : Lalitha 








Grandma worm 





We started a lending library and we 
charge just Rs.10/- as deposit and 
lending charges ranging from Rs.1 10 


5. But the parents in our area say that 
their children have no time. Out of 200 
only 15 joined, Without subscription 
how can we buy books? Please help. 

- M.A. Uttara, Madurai, 





Dear Uttara, 
Fifteen members to begin with is not 

a bad figure. Your charges too are 

reasonable. Persist. in your 

good work. But keep the 

records straight. That is, the 

books list and amounts 

collected and spent. If you 

show the 

monthly 

statements 

to'every one 

in the colony, they will be 

convinced that you are doing 








good work in a 
straight forward 
manner and I'm ia 
sure they will 
‘come to your help. Ps 
It is not correct to 

















say that children |. 5 








have no time to 
read. They should 

read good books other than their text 
books. They can find the time if they 
reduce some other worthless activity. 
For this a little amount of soul 
searching is necessary. As for books, 
you can ask some well-to-do person in 








pa) LOSERS 
eY BAD LOSERS! 
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your area to donate some good books 
to your library. Grandma worm is with 
you. If you write to me a nice letter 
signed by all the members of your 
library, as well as your parents, I will 
send you a set of books to begin 
with. You can then build up on that 
Good things are not easily done, It 
takes a lot of persuasion! Don’t give 
up! 





Thave a good friend, but when we 
play he never accepts what others say 
and never wants to be the loser. His 
face reddens and he gets angry with 
everyone. But at other times he behaves 
well, | want him to be a better friend. 
What can I do? 

- Arjun Shekar, Bangalore. 

Dear Arjun, * 

Some people are good losers others 
are bad losers. Even in test cricket you 
would have seen a few batsmen 
mumbling or gesturing when given out. 
So, your friend is not unique. You will 
have to talk to him over a cup of tea or 


A 
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a glass of coke and ask him to be 
sportive. There is no fun in games if 
one is always winning. Victory and 
defeat come in tums and we have to 
accept both with humility. The 
victorious should not make fun of the 
losers, and the losers must make up 
their mind to win the next time, Ifeven 
afier this talk, your friend continues to 
be a bad loser, just allow him to win 
continuously a few times. He will 
understand that winning a game 
without really striving for itis not fun 


1am unable to concentrate on my 
studies in the evening. I feel tired and 
sleepy, when I return from school, 
There is no time to read in the morning 
also. Please advise. 


Kavitha, Chennai, 





Dear Kavitha, 

he best time to read is during the 
‘morning hours. Your mind would have 
rested and will be 

fresh. It will better = \ 
absorb what you are 

reading. Go to bed 

carly, sleep for a 





? 
, 


and start reading 
exercise in 
night. Further, itis essential to get good 


minimum of 7 - 8 

after a wash. 
2S 

the evening 

nourishment. Eat well, especially 


hours, get up early 
You must also 

so that you will have sound sleep at 
vitamin rich food. If you continue to 


feel very tired, you may have to consult 
a doctor. 


like 10 do welt in studies, but when 

Isit1o study 1am unable to concentrate 
please help me. 

+P. Dharshini, 

Chennai, 





If your 
mind is on 
something- 
else while 
you sit 
down to study you won't be able to 
concentrate. If you wish to play or see 
LY, please do so, but set up a time 
limit, Once you have satisfied your 
wish you can concentrate on your 
studies. Five minutes of deep breathing 
exercise coupled with Dhyana 
(meditation) will help improve 
concentration, Learn this art from a 
good guru 


1 get good marks in all the subjects 

except in Hindi, What can I do? 
= B.V.H. Raghavashanker, 
Hyderabad. 


Dear Raghavan, 

‘The best way to learn a language is 
to listen to it being spoken and trying 
to speak it, You must also read books 
other than text books. Listen to the 
conversation in Hindi movies being 
telecast. Talk to people who know 
Hindi and ask them to correct you. 


‘There are several Hindi story books for 
children written in a simple manner. 
Read them. Once you get the flair for 
the language you will be able to 
conquer it. 


I don't have friends near my house 
nor at school, They don't talk to me. t 
feel lonely. Please suggest a way out 

+ R. Nithya, Bangalore, 


Dear Nithya, 

If girls of your age avoid you there 
must be some reason, Some soul 
searching is necessary on your part, Do 
that and I'm sure you will come up with 
the answer, Correct yourself. Have 





some pleasant words for them. Give 
them flowers. Smile at them. Make 
them feel easy in your presence. Crack 
some jokes, Win them over by your 
love and gentle manners. Good luck. 

Love, 
Grandma worm 

GOKULAM 

WE OI 







Schools reopen in June, and no doubt 
you are eagerly looking forward to gong 
back to schoo! ater along holiday 

The smel of new books, the fe! of new 
uniforms and the tril of entering the ny 
class room on promation experiences 
\which you would certainly welcome 

Meeting ol friend after along time and 
exchanging notes on your vacations would 
be exctng 

But afte the inital euphoria you wilhave 
to settle dovin to work on your lessons 
which would be harder than last yea, and 
‘Would require more of your attention and 
concentration. 


The most important aspects time man- 
agement. “All workand no play makes Jack 
2 dull boy’ isa proverb whichis never out 
dated, Play includes TV and computer 


BACK TO SCHOO 
AND FAST FORWARD! 


games besides other 
indoor games. But out 
door es are also 
necessary. Play for 
atleast half an hour in 
the evening and alow the 


mild sunrays to 

C3 dance on your 
skin 

You can get many via 

‘mins through a balanced diet, But 

for vitamin D you need the sun's 

fas to work on you, Your bones 

get strengthened nt wth vitamin 

0, Sweating tos heathy as 

itpriias the body. You need 

totak this advice seriously 

since most o us lead sale ie hese 

days. 








‘Work too wil have to be organized 
within a time frame, so that you are always: 
‘upto date in your home work and revision 
work Itbecomes very difficult at he end of 
‘the year if you allow work to accumulate, 

Above all, pay attention to what is being 
taught in class, and try your level best to 
understand the lessons. This Saves alt of 
time, Once you understand, revision be- 
comes easy. Otherwise you will have to 
spend Several hours once again on under- 
‘standing the same subjects. To that extent, 
time available for other pursuits gets re- 
diiced, and feelings of dejection and nerv- 
cusnass se in 

A time managed life is always a happy 
ite 

= Editor 
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Thousands of packs have a 


Chota BOOP and a tetter. 


| 
Mail the letter back and get a 
Glowing Bade BhOo% Free! 











Have you 
Seen the 
Eighth 
Wonder 


Now Get Ready to Enjoy th EIGHTH WONDER a Supreme Example ofthe Man-Made Stucture of 
the Modern World creating history ofa srt in madural.Alhisayam theme pak brings you a wide 
range of word lass water sports and other exitng games designed to relax your ody and mind 
‘An ideal getaway or those who want io spend quality time with the family, 
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